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hence the "I^ew York Evening Journal ''con-
ceived the idea of building circulation in a new
field. Large numbers of the paper containing

an account of the incident were shipped to Phil-

adelphia. But in the latter city influence took
care of the situation. The policemen stopped
the newsboys on the street, took away their

copies, while the papers mentioned nothing
about the doings.

This department store interest supervises

not only the news columns, but also the

editorial page. Several years ago one of the

"girl-slaves" (?) of a New York department
store committed suicide, leaving behind her a

note to the effect that she could not stand
twenty cent dinners. The "New York World,"
which collects many thousands of dollars every
year from department stores, inserted the fol-

lowing lines in its issue of that date: "There
are some people who make too large a demand
upon fortune. Fixing their eyes upon the

standards of living flaunted by the rich, they
measure their requirements by their desires.

Such persons are easily affected by outside in-

fluences and perhaps in this case the recent dis-

cussions, more often silly than wise, concerning
the relations of wages and vice, may have made
the girl more susceptible than usual to the de-

pressing effects of cheap dinners." Such an
editorial aberration is typical of the capitalistic

mind, which is so parsimonious that it extracts

gain even from a suicide of its victims.

So far, there has been nothing written

which cannot be permitted to remain as it is,

but now T take a different attitude towards cer-

tain assertions of Sinclair. Upton Sinclair, in

some places of his Brass Check, ridicules and
scorns the Catholic Church for her stand on the

divorce ({uestion. He states that "the N. Y.

state law, forced upon the public by the Roman
Catholic Church, makes the grounds of divorce

infidelity plus a scandal. This law is an abom-
ination, a product of vicious priest-craft."

This certainly is enlightening. Since when
did state legislators consult the priests before

passing a law ? Such an unfounded charge was
made simply because of the difficulty met with

by Sinclair before he divorced his own partner.

The foregoing has been a brief survey of

the Brass Check and we now come to a conclu-

sion regarding its place among the books of
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Whether Sinclair's stories therein are true

or not is to be ascertained from the fact that the

opinions of prominent lawyers are to the effect

practically every page of this book, if untrue, is

libel of the most vicious variety. There is sig-

nificance to be gleaned from this. No news-
paper has brought suit.

Now, Sinclair does not believe in destructive

criticism. Americans want a constructive pol-

icy, and he has advocated no Utopian project.

Upton Sinclair proposes the establishment of a

national publication controlled by its sub-

si:ribers and directed by journalists of known
integrity and independence. National organ-

izations, irrespective of religious denomina-
tions, liberals and conservatives shall be in-

cluded in the board of directors. This publi-

cation shall carry no advertisements and no
editorials ; it will be a record for the dissemina-

tion of truth.

In the face of these helpful propositions,

Sinclair's remedy commands our respect just

as his indictment draws our attention.

But, to return and answer the question in

the title of this theme—to whose benefit is the

Brass Check? I should say unswervingly to

every business man. Every college student

while within the sheltering walls of his alma

mater should study it carefully. In it he will

see, by noting the stories, the reflection, with-

out shadow or cloud, of the oft-repeated maxim
—You cannot judge the world by mathematics.
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